should, cure the disease and, because of its supposed exotic origin in the West Indies, they tended to look to the New World for a cure on the ground that God in his mercy always provided a remedy locally. Thus it was that guaiacum, seen Such a policy of restriction and repression could not succeed. There simply were not sufficient physicians to meet the demand and surgeons who treated venereal disease could not be confined to the employment of mercury alone. Both they and their patients had been made aware of the advertised wonders of guaiacum, sarsaparilla, and china roots, and they were determined to make sure of the mercury-treatment by using decoctions of these exotic plants". The extent to which they did so can be gauged from the fact that virtually the whole of the import of drugs into England in the late 16th century was of these three remedies for syphilis'2.
It was indeed fortunate that, amidst this plethora of useless exotics, the knowledge of the specific value of mercury was not lost from view, as did happen in the case of scurvy and its treatment by the juice of citrus fruits; had syphilis been left to physicians and their irrepressible tendency to theorization this might well have happened.
The surgeons luckily had a more empirical approach to medical problems, but it must not be thought by this that the surgeons were uneducated. Their leaders not infrequently published books 
